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Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on: 

[X I international application in the language in which it was filed 

[ [ A translation of the international application into 
translation furnished, for the purposes of: 



, which is the language of a 



I I international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23. 1 (b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

I I international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

I I the international application as originally filed/furnished 
|X| the description: 



I X I die claims: 



X the drawings: 



pages 1 — 9, 1 1 — 13 as originally filed/furnished 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages* 10 received by this Authority on 31 October 2005 with the letter of 31 October 2005 
pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages* 14 — 18 received by this Authority on 9 February 2006 with the letter of 9 February 2006 

pages 1/5 ~ 5/5 as originally filed/fumished 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (!y/7eci)5'>>: 

I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclos\u:e as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos, 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 
If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may he marked ''superseded, " • 
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International application No. 
PCT/AU2005/000067 



Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to he 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

I I the entire international application 

fx] claims Nos: 23, 24, 25 (in part), 26 (in part) 

because: 

I I the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 

relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify),. 



j I the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



I I the claims, or said claims Nos. 

are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify) 



fx] no international search report has been estabhshed for said claini Nos. 23, 24, 25 (in part), 26 (in part) 

I I A ineaningful opinion could not be formed without the sequence listing; the applicant did not, within the prescribed time 
limit: 

I I Furnish a sequence listing on paper co^^5lying with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instmctions, and such listing was not available to the International Preliminary Examining Authority in a form 
and manner acceptable to it . 

I I Furnish a sequence listing in electronic form complying with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Preliminary Examining 
Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it. 

I I Pay the required late furnishing fee for the furnishing of a sequence listing in response to an invitation under 
Rules 13^er.l(a) or (b) and 13^er.2. 

[ I A meaningful opinion could not be formed without the tables related to the sequence listings; the applicant did not, 
within the prescribed time limit, furnish such tables in electronic form complying with the technical requirements 

provided-for in Annex C-6w of the Administrative Instructions, and such tables were not available to the International 

Preliminary Examining Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it 

I I the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in electronic form only, do not comply with the 
technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

I I See Supplemental Box for further details. 
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International application No. 
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Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 



1. I I In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has, within the applicable time limit: 

I I restricted the claims 

I I paid additional fees 

I I paid additional fees under protest and, where applicable, the protest fee 

I I paid additional fees under protest but the applicable protest fee was not paid 

I I neither restricted the claims nor paid additional fees 

2. I I This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68. 1, 

not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13. 1, 13.2 and 13.3 is: 
I I complied with. 

. |x| not con^lied with for the following reasons: 

The international application does not comply the requirements of unity of invention because it does not 
relate to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In 
coming to this conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions 
as follows: 

1 . Claims 1 to 22, 25 (in part), 26 (in part) directed to a heart valve comprising an annular body portion 
and a support ring, wherein the annular body portion is rotatable relative to the support ring. It is 
considered that the relative rotation between the body portion and the support ring comprises a first 
"special technical feature". 

2. Claims 23, 24, 25 (in part), 26 (in part) directed to a heart valve comprising an annular body portion 
and a support ring, wherein the body portion is mounted to the support ring so as to be moveable 
from a sealed position to a position defining a second fluid pathway between the body portion and the 
support ring. It is considered that the second fluid pathway comprises a second special technical 
feature. _ 

Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly the 
international application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 



4. Consequently, this report has been estabUshed in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
□ all parts. 

fxl the parts relating to claims Nos. 1 - 22, 25 (in part), 26 (in part) 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or Industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1-22,25,26 
Claims 

Claims 1-22,25,26 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1 - 22, 25, 26 



Claims 



YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



Claims 1 - 22, 25. 26: 



Claims 1 to 22, 25 and 26 meet the requirements of POT Articles 33(2) ^ (4). None of the prior art documents, or 
obvious combination thereof, disclose a valve assembly comprising an annular body and a support ring, wherein 
the annular body and the support ring are moveable relative to each other to open up a second fluid pathway 
through the valve assembly. The claims are therefore novel and inventive. The claims also have industrial 
applicability. 
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